
1THERE IS  
NO PLANET B 
Mike  
Berners-Lee

Mike Berners-Lee is one 
of Britain’s leading carbon 
scientists, which is to say 
he studies the threats 
posed to our planet by 
human activity. Mankind 
is now in ‘a race between 
tipping points; will the 
environmental crisis tip 
out of control first, or 
will humanity wake up in 
time?’ This book, a newly 
updated edition of the 2019 
bestseller, is ‘an evidence-
based practical guide to the 
make-or-break choices we 
face now.’ It’s framed as a 
series of questions – ‘What 
can shops do about meat 
and dairy habits?’ or ‘How 
can we fly in the low carbon 
world?’ – which the author 
answers with a bracing 
cocktail of convincing 
arguments and statistics. 
Although the book delivers 
some harsh truths it is, 
essentially, optimistic: if  
we all want it enough, we 
really can save the planet.  
Cambridge University 
Press, £9.99

2 SAVE OUR 
SPECIES 
Dominic 
Couzens

This attractively illustrated 
book is about the 
destruction of British 
wildlife, a process that has 
been going on for centuries, 
but that has accelerated 
alarmingly in the last few 
decades. It looks at 30 
species of British animals 
and plants, illustrating the 
reasons for their decline and 
presenting ways in which we 
can help reverse the process. 
Couzens includes some well-
known threatened species 
such as the puffin, but also 
some that are less commonly 
known to be at risk, 
including the earthworm, 
common frog or yellow 
rattle plant. The book 
concludes with a section of 
practical tips for helping 
wildlife: how to make bat 
boxes or hedgehog houses, 
the best ways to encourage 
bees and how to plant flower 
meadows. Like Berners-Lee, 
Couzens is optimistic: we 
can all make a difference, 
but we have to start now. 
Harper Collins, £10.99

3SAVE YOUR 
PLANET
Ben Hoare & 
Jade Orlando

It is a cliché to say that our 
children are our future 
but it’s true: the future 
of the planet, no less, 
lies in their hands. The 
human race is a victim of 
its own success and now, 
in the Anthropocene, we 
confront the consequences 
of this success. This book 
is a call to action, inspiring 
children to ‘get your voice 
heard and become an 
eco champion’. You may 
blanch at the prospect 
of your child being the 
next Greta Thunberg – 
think of all those missed 
weeks of school – but 
this book offers young 
readers a grounding 
in the problems facing 
the planet: pollution, 
endangered species, 
climate change, the peril 
of plastic and so on. It’s 
colourful, approachable, 
informative and fun but 
has a serious point to 
make. Start young to  
save the planet! 
Macmillan, £8.99

THE GOOD FIGHT
Richard Hopton reviews three books about 
the plight of our planet and its future  

The 34th Hay Festival will bring writers and readers 
together from all over the world, with hundreds of 
free interactive broadcasts from Hay-on-Wye. Here’s 
everything you need on your (virtual) calendar. 

GALAS GALORE  
The festival kicks off on Wednesday 26 May with 
the inaugural Opening Night Gala, featuring short 
readings by names such as Richard Eyre, Romola 
Garai, Elif Shafak and the Duchess of Cornwall. On 
Saturday 5 June, the From Women to the World Gala 
sees the likes of Kate Winslet and Vanessa Redgrave 
perform excerpts of new releases The Penguin Book 
of Feminist Writing and From Women to the World: 
Letters for a New Century by Elizabeth Filippouli.

THE BEST NEW RELEASES  
You’ll never have a book drought again: take notes  
from talks with exciting contemporary writers such 
as Brit Bennett (The Vanishing Half), Lionel Shriver 
(Should We Stay or Should We Go) and Ethan Hawke 
(A Bright Ray of Darkness), plus Marian Keyes 
(above) talks to Graham Norton.

HAY ON EARTH: COUNTDOWN TO COP26
To mark its commitment to sustainability the Hay 
on Earth series of 22 events features Alok Sharma, 
president of autumn’s COP26 climate change 
conference, along with authors like Peter Wohlleben 
(The Heartbeat of Trees), Chris Packham (Back to 
Nature), and Imbolo Mbue (How Beautiful We Were).

C&TH IN CONVERSATION
Country & Town House will be hosting its own 
symposium on how brands can help save culture in 
Britain. Chaired by C&TH culture editor, Ed Vaizey, 
guests include Neil Mendoza, Commissioner for 
Cultural Recovery and Renewal, and Iwona Blazwick, 
director of the Whitechapel Gallery.   

26 May to 6 June 2021, hayfestival.com

 THE C&TH GUIDE TO… 

Hay  
Festival
What to read and watch as 
the world’s favourite literary 
festival goes online
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